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2019 BEST OF OHIO – FORMFUL AND FAST

If you like playing favorites, Mahoning 
Valley Race Course was the place to 
be Oct. 26 for the $750,000 Best of 

Ohio series. Four of the five races that 
highlight Buckeye-breds in each division 
went to the top picks. Only multiple state 
champion Leona’s Reward (a second 
choice) was not the favorite.

The track stayed fast for the entire 
card, despite a steady drizzle that picked 
up in intensity throughout the afternoon. 
The day started with the presentation of 
the inaugural “Albert Palacios Award” 
that is given to an individual that reflects 
the qualities of the much-respected Pala-
cios. The deserved recipient was trainer 
Jeff Radosevich for his outstanding 
sportsmanship and horsemanship. He is a 
hands-on conditioner who trains for 
many owners and could have runners at 
three tracks in a single day. Despite his 
heavy workload, he keeps his owners in-
formed, finds spots where their runners 
can succeed, maintains a pleasant attitude 
and finds time for his family. Surrounded 
by them, Radosevich proudly accepted 
the award after the second race – the only 
race he didn’t have a starter in.

Charlie Williams’ owned and trained 
Moonlit Mission stamped herself as the 
top juvenile filly in the state with her 
fourth consecutive victory coming in the 
11⁄16-mile $150,000 John W. Galbreath. 
The daughter of Shackleford out of 
Moonlit River, by Maria’s Mon, was bred 
by Belvedere Farm. Ridden by Ricardo 
Mejias the odds-on choice dropped down 
to the rail in the early going and was 
eighth after a half-mile. She was angled 
out to the five-path on the turn and 
closed steadily on Nikki My Angel who 
had a 3½-length lead into the stretch. 
Moonlit Mission seemed to relish the 
added distance and won by 2¼ lengths in 
1:46.84 over Nikki My Angel, with Suc-
cotash more than 11 lengths back in third.

Breaking from post position 8 in an 
11-horse field, jockey Mejias elected to 
save ground in the Galbreath. “It was not 
an easy trip,” said Mejias. “We were down 
inside, and horses were starting to bunch 
up in front of us. Once she makes her 
move – she goes! We found an opening 
towards the outside and I had all the horse 
in the world. Like the last start, she came 
in a little, but we were clear already.” 

Williams purchased the chestnut 
Moonlit Mission for $18,000 at the 
Fasig-Tipton Kentucky yearling sale in 
October 2018. “Give the credit to Dennis 
Stiff, who looks at every last one on our 
list. He makes sure the walk is good and 
the repository checks out. We set our ceil-
ing at $30,000 so now it looks like we got 
a deal.” In her brief career, she sports a 
record of 6-4-0-0 for earnings of 
$182,050.

The Blazing Meadows-WinStar Farm 
partnership continues to make its mark in 

the Ohio Program. The latest is Liberate, 
a 2-year-old gelding who recorded the 
largest margin of victory in “The Best of 
Ohio,” when he ran away from 13 rivals 
crossing the wire with ease by 7¾ lengths 
in the $150,000 Juvenile Stakes. “With 
such a big field we wanted to be close to 
the lead and we ended up having it,” stat-
ed jockey Gerardo Corrales. They put 
away pole sitter Foolish Equation after a 
half-mile and then had a stout, but brief 
challenge from Authentic Cowtown. “I 
felt that pressure, but knew I had plenty of 
horse under me. When I asked him to go 
the last part was easy.”

The Juvenile was the third stakes win 
for Liberate. He captured the $75,000 
Hoover Stakes by 7 lengths at Belterra 
Park after breaking his maiden at first ask-
ing by a eye-popping 17¼ lengths at 
Thistledown. In early August he domi-
nated his rivals in the $75,000 Cleveland 
Kindergarten – at one point leading by as 

Jeff Radosevich is presented the Albert Palacios Award from O.T.B.O. Executive Director John 
Engelhardt. With him (l.to r.)are Nina, Josh and Yvonne Radosevich. Photo: Dustin Livesay



many as 13 lengths. The only blemish on 
his first season’s record came in the Sap-
ling Stakes at Monmouth Park. “We were 
looking for a race around two turns and 
the Sapling fit,” reflected trainer and 
O.T.B.O. President Emeritus Tim Hamm. 
“It wasn’t his day on several levels. In the 
race he was in tight and got pinched 
along the rail, but I think the real factor 
was the sweltering heat along with ship-
ping in it.” Liberate was given a month off 
and went back to work in October, re-
cording back-to-back bullet workouts 
stretching from 3 to 5 furlongs. “He really 
indicated he could go the distance in the 

two weeks leading up to the race,” Hamm 
said.

Liberate toured the 11⁄16 miles in 
1:45.27 and his $90,000 payday pushed 
his earnings to $206,250. Authentic Cow-
boy held on for the second spot over the 
pace pressing Wicked Warrior. Liberate is 
a gelded son of Gemologist out of South-
ern Silence, by Dixie Union, and was 
bred by Blazing Meadows Farm LLC and 
WinStar Farm LLC. Those two entities 
are joined by Michael Lewis in the own-
ership of the leading Ohio-bred juvenile.

The 2018 Ohio Horse of the Year Al-
tissimo became the fourth favorite to 

light up the board with his well-timed 
victory in the $150,000 Best of Ohio 
Sprint. He came into the race off a well-
planned season schedule by trainer Rich-
ard Zielinski that included forays beyond 
Ohio’s borders. After winning the grassy 
Gendelman Memorial going long at Bel-
terra Park, the 6-year-old gelding was 
given a five-week break and next raced at 
Delaware Park in the $100,000 Hockessin 
Stakes. Altissimo led every step of the way 
cutting out quick fractions of :21.77 and 

Owner/Trainer Charlie Williams turned  
his $18,000 investment into $182,050.  
Jockey Ricardo Mejias went through  

all of his goggles riding Moonlit Mission  
to victory in the Galbreath.

Liberate won by the largest margin of the day in the Juvenile. Partner Michael Lewis 
leads Liberate and Gerardo Corrales into the winner's circle.



:44.54 before stopping the timer in 
1:09.31. He returned to Ohio where he 
was the heaviest of favorites in the 
$75,000 Honey Jay Stakes, only to remind 
race fans that “There is no such thing as a 
sure thing.” Brown Buckeye ran the race 
of his life and after catching Altissimo at 
the half-mile marker, refused to let the 
champion regain the lead.

Six weeks later Altissimo resurfaced at 
Laurel Park in the Grade 3 Frank J. De 
Francis Memorial Dash. While making 
what appeared to be the winning move, a 
longshot front runner ducked to the out-
side impeding the momentum of Altissi-
mo. Jockey Christian Pilares managed to 
get him back in stride only to miss by 
three-quarters of a length. He entered the 
Sprint with season earnings of $215,000.

Twelve horses loaded the starting gate 
at Mahoning Valley and when the latch 
sprung you could see Dare Day was up 
for a game of “catch me if you can!” Ex-
cept for the Ohio Derby, the Ron Paoluc-
ci colorbearer had won every start in his 
four-race career while sprinting. Dare 
Day jumped out to a 2-length lead, ex-
tended it to 3 lengths and turned for 
home 1 length in front of last season’s ju-
venile champion Diamond Dust. The 
leader cut out quick fractions of :22.24; 
:44.28 and :57 while Christian Pilares was 
content to watch the action confidently 
from the third position.

“I know Dare Day is quick, but I knew 
he was going to come back to me,” stated 
Pilares, who is Altissimo’s regular rider. “I 
let him go and when I asked my horse to 
go, he was so strong. At the finish I had a 
lot of horse.” Not everyone watching 
knew that, and Dare Day was looking to 
pull off an upset as he strode away from 
Diamond Dust. But the day was to go to 
Altissimo who reeled in the leader in 
with 40 yards left and won by a thrilling 
three-quarters lengths. Dare Day finished 
3 lengths in front of Diamond Dust. The 
final time of the 6 furlongs was 1:09.90.

Altissimo is a son of Noble Causeway 
out of Great Goin Rose, by Albert the 
Great. He was bred by Nancy Lavrich and 
Niknar Farm LLC and is owned by 
Lavrich and Ronald Zielinski. The career 

From top: Trainer Richard Zielinski kept  
a keen eye for races that fit Altissimo  
all season. Christian Pilares urges on 

Altissimo to capture the $150,000  
Best of Ohio Sprint. Altissimo and his  

team were all smiles in the winner’s circle.



 

record of Altissimo is 39-17-6-4, bank-
rolling $779,388 which is a testimony to 
the planning, patience and horsemanship 
of Zielinski.

You can’t keep a good girl down. In a 
season that looked, on paper, like multiple 
state champion Leona’s Reward was 
starting to show her age, she erased all 
doubt with a track record performance in 
the $150,000 Best of Ohio Distaff. “Com-
ing up to the race she had never trained 
better,” trainer Tim Hamm emphasized. 

“She had a few excuses this season. We 
made a rider switch to Gerardo Corrales 
who I believe is a great young rider – he’s 
young and very athletic and strong. I 
don’t usually give riding instructions, but 
we wanted to place her forward in the 
race and urge her left-handed in the 
stretch. Big horses like her can’t stop and 
start back up in a race.”

Corrales followed the instructions 
perfectly and put the big mare on the lead 
over her 11 rivals going 11⁄8 miles. Lightly 

Leona’s Reward (inside) set a track record for 11⁄8 miles in the Distaff and may return in 2020. Ed Hamm and his son Tim  
have been guiding the career of Leona’s Reward since she was foaled at Blazing Meadows Farm in 2013. Photo: Lazlo Toth

Forewarned smashed the 11⁄4-mile track record in the $150,000 Endurance.

raced this season, Magna Rose was made 
the 2-1 choice and jockey John McKee 
never let the leader out of his sight. They 
ran 1-2 all the way around the Mahoning 
Valley strip. Magna Rose was urged to go 
past Leona’s Reward and pulled within a 
head entering the stretch. Corrales re-
membered the plan, and with a few 
left-handed taps “Leona” won going away 
by 3 lengths, setting a track record of 
1:52.03. Magna Rose held the second 
spot over Grizabella.

Leona’s Reward’s winning effort, and 
her $842,556 in earnings, could have set 
the stage for a well-earned swan song to a 
career as a broodmare. Well, hold the 
presses. According to Hamm, “Plans are to 
run her back in 2020 as long as she is 100 
percent. There are still some opportuni-
ties for this year [she won three stakes at 
Mahoning in 2018 at the end of the sea-
son] and she has won close to $1 million. 
We’ll point her to the accredited filly 
stakes. She holds her weight well and she’s 
never been better thanks to our staff – they 
are all so important. There are some 
members that have been with us for over 
20 years, from assistant trainers to grooms. 
We have meetings from Ohio to Florida 
or any of the tracks we are stabled. We are 
all on the same page and know what the 
goals are for each horse.”

Leona’s Reward is by the recently 
pensioned Ohio stallion Parent’s Reward 
out of Prime Time Dancer, by Mont-
brook. Bred by Blazing Meadows Farm, 



 

Amanda St. Lewis (far left) and Uriah St. Lewis (far right) and jockey Anthony 
Salgado pose proudly in the rain with Forewarned after the Endurance.

she is owned by Blazing Meadows LLC 
and Michael Friedman.

Forewarned more than paid for the 
van ride from his base at Parx Racing 
with an authoritative win in the $150,000 
Best of Ohio Endurance. To talk to his 
optimistic and enthusiastic trainer Uriah 
St. Lewis, he describes the horse not as a 
highly competitive regal steed who gives 
his top effort each time he goes to post, 
but more like a beloved Disney charac-
ter – Goofy! St. Lewis spent his early years 
in Trinidad and Tobago and moved to the 

United States when he was 15 in 1973. 
He has a reputation for finding horses at a 
modest price and turning a profit. His 
most notable achievement to date is Dis-
creet Lover, purchased for $10,000 and 
developed into a multiple graded stakes 
winner, his biggest win the Grade 1 Jock-
ey Club Gold Cup while defeating multi-
ple Group 1 winner Thunder Snow and 
earning a berth in the 2018 Breeders’ 
Cup Classic-G1.

St. Lewis found the Ohio-bred Fore-
warned at a sale at Timonium. “The own-

er had died and he was entered in the sale. 
I asked the consignors to see him and 
they wouldn’t take him out of the stall 
because of the way he acted, so I asked if 
I could go in. He was acting goofy and 
continues to do so to this day,” spoke St. 
Lewis with his pleasant lilt carried from 
his roots in Trinidad. “He just wants to 
play all the time. During his morning ex-
ercise on the track he goes in and out, 
luckily he has a rider who knows him and 
is used to his antics. He can reel off morn-
ing times of :57 or 1:10 when he puts his 

Two-time Ohio Horse of the Year Mo Dont No 
put in a game effort while seeking his fourth 

Endurance win, finishing second.

Award-winning turf writer Bob "Railbird" Roberts presents the trophy to a large crowd after the Juvenile.
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Fair Winds Farm in Waynesville, 
Ohio, has announced that Grade 1 
winner Danza is relocating there 

from Spendthrift Farm in Lexington, 
Kentucky. “We’ve known the people at 
Spendthrift for a while and when this of-
fer came along, we thought it was a great 
opportunity for our farm and the state 
program,” said Kim Williams, who oper-
ates Fair Winds with his wife Lori. “One 
of the key reasons was the fact that he has 
been bred to 325 mares in his first four 
seasons.”

Danza was trained by Todd Pletcher 
for Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners and 
during his time on the track he made five 
starts and won two races, one of those was 
the Arkansas Derby-G1. After breaking 
his maiden at Belmont Park in his 2-year-
old debut, Danza placed third in his next 
two starts, including the Grade 2 Saratoga 
Special Stakes. He then slipped through 
on the rail and ran off to a 43⁄4-length vic-
tory in the Arkansas Derby. He finished 
third in the 2014 Kentucky Derby-G1 
Presented by Yum! Brands which was 
won by California Chrome.

A son of Street Boss out of Cham-
pagne Royale, by French Deputy, Danza 

GRADE 1 WINNER DANZA RELOCATING TO FAIR WINDS FARM

is a half-brother to Majestic Harbor 
($1,295,814), winner of the Grade 1 Gold 
Cup at Santa Anita and three other grad-
ed stakes. Two-time Grade 1 sprint win-

ner Street Boss is the sire of three 3-year-
old Grade 1 winners on dirt since 2013. 
Danza will stand his first season in Ohio 
for $2,500.

mind to it. If he wasn’t goofy he’d be a 
Grade 1 winner. He runs Beyer figures in 
the 90s all the time and he’s been racing 
with the likes of McKinzie, Yoshida, Coal 
Front, and finished 11⁄2 lengths behind 
Breeders’ Cup Classic winner Vino Rosso. 
He doesn’t wear blinkers in the morning, 
but on race days he’s a different horse.”

Favored Forewarned donned the 
blinkers and regular rider Anthony Salga-
do above his withers as he paraded to post 
in the field of 12 who would try the clas-
sic distance of 1¼ miles. Two-time Horse 
of the Year Mo Dont No was going for 
his fourth win in the Endurance and was 
installed as the second choice. His stable-
mate Funnel Cake led the field through-
out the first half mile and was replaced on 

the front end shortly after by Indian Fe-
ver. Scott Speith kept “Mo” near the lead-
ers throughout while Forewarned saved 
ground in mid-pack.

“Mo” dug in and took command at 
the mile marker and shortly after was 
joined by Forewarned. Those two 
matched strides in early stretch and, on 
cue from Salgado, Forewarned quickened 
his action to pull away by 2¾ lengths to 
establish a new track record of 2:04.41, 
erasing the time held by Mo Dont No for 
three years. “Mo” held on for the second 
spot over a rallying Over Icce. The win in 
the Endurance pushed Forewarned’s 
earnings to $375,613. The 4-year-old son 
of Flat Out out of Fortune Play, by Five 
Star Day, was bred by Preston Stables LLC.

St. Lewis was asked if he would be 
making more trips to Ohio in the future. 
“If the pots were $100,000 I’d come more 
often. It’s a six-hour van trip to this part 
of the state. He’s a big horse, almost 17 
hands, and when he gets older, he might 
be better. We’ll be back for the Best of 
Ohio unless we go to the Breeders’ Cup 
next year.” 

St. Lewis owns all of the horses he 
trains and has 25 head at Parx Racing. “I 
prefer it that way. No one can tell me 
where or when to race or threaten to 
move the horse. I have another Ohio-
bred named Black Light and thought 
about bringing him, but that Altissimo is 
a very, very good horse.”


