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ALTISSIMO IS CROWNED 
2018 OHIO HORSE OF THE YEAR

Trainer Richard Zielinski outlined 
the most competitive season of 
5-year-old Altissimo’s career in 

2018 and his well-planned schedule 
reaped five stakes victories and two stakes 
placings in nine starts for earnings of 
$320,875 and the Horse of the Year title 
in Ohio. The Annual Awards Banquet was 
held on May 17 at the historic Darby Dan 
Farm in Galloway, Ohio.

Owned by Nancy Lavrich and Ronald 
Zielinski, the son of Noble Causeway out 
of Great Goin Rose, by Albert the Great, 
was bred by Lavrich and Niknar Farm 
LLC. While the bulk of his $564,388 
career earnings was earned by racing 6 
furlongs, his 2018 season started at a mile 
at Mahoning Valley where he finished 
fourth in allowance company after setting 
the pace. He returned next to face open 
company at 1 mile and 70 yards and drew 
off by 6¾ lengths. Christian Pilares was in 
the irons that day and would be his only 
rider for the rest of the season.

Altissimo’s next seven starts all came in 
stakes races, and he won five of them. His 
richest victory came in the $150,000 Best 
of Ohio Sprint at Thistledown where he 
drew away from the field by 9 lengths 
over a sloppy track. He closed the season 
out with back-to-back Beyer Speed 
Figures of 100. Relishing another wet 
track, he bested two-time Ohio Horse of 
the Year Mo Dont No by 43⁄4 lengths in 
the Cardinal Handicap at Mahoning 
Valley in November.

He forayed out of Ohio for his final 
start in the $100,000 Dave’s Friend at 
Laurel Dec. 29. In an impressive effort, he 
was shuffled back at the start and appeared 
hopelessly beaten while fifth in the lane. 
Unleashing a final-furlong effort, he 
rallied to come up a head short at the 

wire. Altissimo has already returned to his 
winning ways this season by taking the 
Babst-Memorial and Sydney Gendelman 
Memorial at Belterra in his first two 

outings. Asked about his 2019 campaign, 
Zielinski replied, “I guess we’ll stick to 
the same schedule we had last year.”



2018 OHIO CHAMPIONS
Owner of the Year
Ron Paolucci

Breeder of the Year
Blazing Meadows Farm (Tim Hamm)

Horse of the Year
ALTISSIMO
Owner: Nancy Lavrich and  

Ronald Zielinski
Breeder: Nancy Lavrich &  

Niknar Farm LLC

Stallion of the Year
MOBIL
Breeder: Gustav Schickedanz
Standing at Mapleton Thoroughbred 

Farm

Broodmare of the Year
LILAH
Breeder: Beechwood Racing Stable

Champion Handicap Horse
ALTISSIMO
Owner: Altissimo
Breeder: Nancy Lavrich &  

Niknar Farm LLC

Champion Handicap Mare
LEONA’S REWARD
Owner: Michael Friedman &  

Blazing Meadows Farm
Breeder: Blazing Meadows Farm

Champion Sprinter
ALTISSIMO
Owner: Nancy Lavrich and  

Ronald Zielinski
Breeder: Nancy Lavrich &  

Niknar Farm LLC

Champion Accredited Male
MOBIL SOLUTION
Owner: Gerald Silver
Breeder: Mapleton Thoroughbred Farm

Champion Accredited Female
LEONA’S REWARD
Owner: Michael Friedman &  

Blazing Meadows Farm
Breeder: Blazing Meadows Farm

Champion 3-Year-Old Male
MOBIL SOLUTION
Owner: Gerald Silver
Breeder: Mapleton Thoroughbred Farm

Champion 3-Year-Old Filly
TAKECHARGEDELILAH
Owner: Loooch Racing Stable 
Breeder: Steve DeMaiolo.

Champion 2-Year-Old Male
DIAMOND DUST
Owner: WinStar Farm LLC and  

Blazing Meadows
Breeder: Blazing Meadows &  

WinStar Farm LLC

Champion 2-Year-Old Filly
DRILLIT
Owner: Mast Thorouhgbreds
Breeder: Eric Heyman

OTBO Award of Merit
Tom McCann -  

OTBO immediate past president

JOHN ROYER ACCEPTS POSITION AS O.T.B.O. PRESIDENT 
DARYL DUNCAN AND CRAIG POWELL ADDED AS NEW BOARD 

MEMBERS – SECRETARY POSITION FILLED BY DIANE TIEMAN

Two-term president Tom McCann 
was given the Ohio Thorough-
bred Breeders & Owners “Award 

of Merit” at the recent Awards Banquet as 
he steps down to serve as a Director 
Emeritus for the organization. John Roy-
er, born and raised in Columbus, Ohio, 
and actively involved in the breeding and 
racing of Thoroughbreds since the age of 
22, will serve as the organization’s presi-
dent for a three-year term

“I am as active as I have ever been with 
trying to make Ohio racing better,” stated 
Royer. “Ohio is in decent shape now, but 
we still have things to improve to make 
the industry better. In addition to my 
years on the O.T.B.O. Board, I am cur-

rently serving as member of the HBPA 
Board. I primarily breed to race. Most of 
my racing accomplishments have been 
done with partnerships and we have been 
fortunate enough to have won races at 
most of the major racetracks.”

Royer has raced three past Ohio 
champions: Franchise Player, Reason to 
Rhyme and most recently homebred 
School Board Prez. The president of Kohr 
Royer Griffith, a full service commercial 
real estate firm in Columbus, Ohio, he re-
sides in Upper Arlington with his wife 
Stacey and daughters Hannah, Libby and 
Sari. 

Two new Board Members bring ex-
tensive background in agriculture to the 

O.T.B.O. Daryl Duncan and his wife of 
32 years operate 200-acre Duncan Farms 
in Warsaw together. “I have been a farmer 
my entire life and enjoy working with an-
imals and improving genetics in particu-
lar,” said Duncan. “I have been successful 
in the past with creating and developing 
better genetics in order to breed the best 
individual possible. I am very excited 
about the opportunities for breeders and 
owners through the Ohio Program. Also, 
we are committed to bringing better 
mares to Ohio and in so doing, improving 
the quality of racing prospects for Ohio 
owners and trainers. Another component 
for success is being an honest and reputa-
ble person who has integrity when no 



continued next page

one is looking. This is something that I 
have always strived for and our goal at 
Duncan Farms is to continue to build a 
tradition of excellence.”

Duncan Farms stands two stallions. 
Animo de Valeroso is a son of Pulpit and a 
half-brother to the very successful stallion 
Distorted Humor. The farm’s newest ac-
quisition is Corfu, a son of Malibu Moon 
who won the Grade 2 Saratoga Special.

Few people can lay claim to the expe-
rience that Craig Powell has – Powell 
Farms in Fresno was established in 1832! 
“I would like to continue to build upon 
the foundation that has been put in place 
by using the management and coopera-
tion skills learned and acquired through-
out my adult life. Drawing upon the ex-
periences accumulated from the other 
various boards and committees that I have 
had the privilege of serving should be a 
benefit as a O.T.B.O. Board Member,” he 
stated.

“As you all know for the O.T.B.O., as 
well as the Accredited and Ohio program 
to grow, numbers in membership and 
breeding and racing stock need to grow. 
That starts with a board that is open 
minded and willing when the opportuni-
ty presents itself to take the positive step 

and move forward. The Ohio Mixed Sale 
was one of those positive steps and I am a 
proponent of continuing this sale and 
making it a productive and successful 
event that continues for both breeders 
and buyers. Another area that I consider a 
high priority and would like to escalate is 
getting more mares and high-quality stal-
lions to Ohio. Above all, in order to ac-

complish these goals, the board must eval-
uate every avenue and then unite upon 
the best program to move forward.”

In addition to Ron Fields and Kris 
Nemann stepping down from their posts, 
the O.T.B.O. Secretary is leaving the 
board. Diane Tieman, who has been very 
active in the organization, has accepted 
the duties of that position in the office.

New Board Members Daryl Duncan and Craig Powell.

ALTISSIMO SMOKES ‘EM ON THE 
GRASS IN CINCINNATI

Ohio’s 2018 Horse of the Year checked 
off another box in his storied career on 
June 8 in the $75,000 Sydney Gendelman 
Memorial Handicap. He won the 11⁄16-
mile race by 81⁄4 lengths last year, and 
while pleased with the result, trainer 
Richard Zielinski was disappointed that 
the race was taken off the turf.

The weather cooperated at Belterra 
Park this year and the 6-year-old gelding 
got to race over the greensward for the 
first time of his career. And while the sur-
face was different, the result was the same, 
a gate-to-wire leisurely win. Breaking 
from the 8 post in a full field of 12 he led 
by daylight at every point of call under 
regular rider Christian Pilares and com-
pleted the 11⁄16 miles in 1:40.99, less than a 
second off the course record. Cape Rojo, 
making his stakes debut, put in a strong 

2019 Ohio Racing Recap May-June 
five-wide bid to clearly gain the second 
spot over Gliding Alone.

Surprisingly, the betting public made 
former two-time Ohio Horse of the Year 
Mo Dont No the 4-5 favorite even 
though he finished second to Altissimo in 
the Babst/Palacios Memorial April 27. 
“Mo” checked at the five-sixteenths pole 
and re-rallied to finish fifth.

Altissimo, a poster boy for soundness, is 
owned by Nancy Lavrich and Ronald 
Zielinski and was bred by Lavrich and 
Niknar Farm LLC. He pushed his career 
earnings to $564,388 with a record of 35-
15-4-4.

PROPER DISCRETION PASSES 
THE $500,000 MARK IN 
MACKEY/ ANGENORA

There was little left to doubt after the 
gates opened in the $75,000 6-furlong 
Michael G. Mackey Memorial Memorial 

Angenora Stakes at JACK Thistledown 
June 1. As a matter of fact, you could have 
stopped the race after 50 yards as the field 
never changed positions to the wire. Sent 
off as the 2-5 favorite, Proper Discretion 
and Scott Speith pulled away quickly to 

Proper Discretion, with Scott Speith up, 
romps by 9 lengths. Photo: J.J. Zamaicko
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MAJESTIC FARM – BATAVIA, OHIO

win with ease by 9 lengths in 1:10.68. 
Multiple stakes winner True Cinder held 
off a stubborn Ali Blue throughout for 
second.

For the Jeffrey Radosevich trainee, 
there is no place like home. The 6-year-
old mare has 15 lifetime wins – 13 of 
those at the North Randall oval and 10 at 
six panels. Owned by Ron Paolucci Rac-
ing LLC, Proper Discretion has now 
bankrolled $543,491. The muscular mare 
is a daughter of Discreetly Mine out of 
Prizes, by Prized, and was bred by Bruce 
Talisman.

LIKE MOTHER LIKE DAUGHTER IN 
$75,000 TOMBOY STAKES

It was a Fair Winds Farm family affair 
in the Tomboy Stakes at Belterra Park 
May 12. Patiently handled by Gerardo 
Corrales, H. F. Carmel was asked to wait 
to make her move and then quickly 
slipped through an opening along the rail 
to draw off by 4¼ lengths. Her dam, Flip 
Side (by Devil His Due) won the race 
ahead of two other Fair Winds raised 
horses over a decade ago. Dr. Harold Fish-
man, the father of Lori Williams (who 
operates Fair Winds with her husband 
Kim) arranged the matings.

The 2019 edition for 3-year-old fillies 
was scheduled for 11⁄16 miles on the turf, 
but rain moved it to the sloppy main oval. 
Despite three scratches, a field of 10 went 
to post. Undefeated Absorb was favored 
but had to break from the outside post 
and was rushed into the first turn. Totally 
Obsessed, 3-for-3 this season and coming 
out of a win in the $75,000 6-furlong 
Southern Park Stakes at Mahoning Valley 
in March, led just ahead of Absorb for the 
first three-quarters. At about that point, 
the two pacesetting favorites were passed 

by H. F. Caramel, Market Success and 
Drillit, who finished in the same order at 
the wire.

The Tomboy was only the second start 
of 2019 for H. F. Caramel. Trainer Mike 
Rone wisely put her in a solid prep for 
this race and watched her finish a trou-
bled second against older allowance com-
petition April 17 at Mahoning. 

H.F. Caramel is a daughter of Revolu-
tionary owned and bred by Dr. Harold 
Fishman. She covered the sloppy surface 
in 1:47.27, and with her win in her stakes 
debut she now has earned $73,730 from 
only five trips to post. 

ALAN SOBOL BACK IN THE 
RACING GAME AND CAPTURES 
THE GREEN CARPET

If the name Alan Sobol rings a few 
bells in your racing memory it should. So 
should the name of multiple Ohio Cham-
pion Writin’ Mama, Best of Ohio winner 
Portentum, graded stakes winner Big 
Bamboo and Ohio standouts Donnavega 
and Athenavega to name a few. When the 
purses began to spiral downward prior to 
full-card simulcasting and the advent of 

Racinos in Ohio, Sobol moved into the 
world of corporate business. He was very 
good at his job, maybe too good. After he 
brought back two slumping companies to 
prominence they were sold. He didn’t go 
to the races back then, but it was always in 
the back of his mind.

“Last October I started intently watch-
ing the Ohio races on the internet and 
came up with a list of 20 horses that I 
wanted to get for some younger investors 
who had disposable income. I reached out 
to several breeders and ended up getting 
10 from Dr. George Sikora to train,” said 
Sobol from his home in Chagrin Falls. 
“Manga Man (not to be confused with 
another Ohio-bred currently racing) was 
one of the horses on my list and I bought 
him privately for a client in New York. 
He had conditions left and I thought we 
could win the price back with a few good 
wins.” Sharp thinking and training on 
Sobol’s part.

Manga Man just missed in early May 
in his first start for new owner Martha 
Boland, but quickly covered his purchase 
price with a “good” win in the $75,000 
Green Carpet for 3-year-olds at 11⁄16 miles 
on the turf May 26 at Belterra. With Luis 
Gonzalez in the saddle he was 10th and 
last after 6 furlongs, but angled out into 
the stretch he responded with quickened 
strides. In front of him the odds-on favor-
ite and 2018 Ohio 2-Year-Old Champi-
on Diamond Dust looked to be making 
the winning move when he ducked in 
sharply from a right-handed whip and 
dropped rider Luis Colon just short of the 
rail (both rider and horse came out un-
scathed). Manga Man was clear of the in-
cident and went on to win by a length in 
1:45.44. Send Me On was bothered by 
the Diamond Dust incident, but rallied to 
just catch longshot Danefield for the sec-
ond spot.

Manga Man is a gelded son of the de-
ceased Ohio sire Kingship out of Sligo 
Knows, by Sligo Bay (Ire) and was bred by 
Joshua Faulkner. He now sports a record 
of 13-3-4-2 for earnings of $120, 232.

H. F. Carmel keeps it in the family splashing 
to Tomboy score.  Photo: Coady Photography


