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Richard Zielinski and Nancy Lavrich send out 
Altissimo to win the Best of Ohio Sprint.

The 2018 edition of the Best of 
Ohio, held Oct. 13 at JACK This-
tledown Racino, was a day of con-

sistency that had no real surprises on the 
track, with favorites or second favored 
horses winning every race. Take the Distaff 
out of the equation and the average win-
ning margin was 8 lengths. One Ohio 
breeder produced 33 percent of the day’s 
winners, including a rare half-sibling Daily 
Double. And the final race of the series was 
almost cancelled due to a series of unex-
pected mishaps and a fast setting sun.

In the first stakes of the brisk autumn 
afternoon, the baton was passed in the 
Ohio sprint division as Altissimo shrugged 
off a blistering pace duel and drew away to 
dominate the $150,000 Best of Ohio 
Sprint by 9 lengths over  Coincidentally. 
Five-time Ohio Sprint champion Rivers 
Run Deep was a another half-length back 
in third on the sloppy track. 

Under pressure from Altissimo, Moves 
Like Ali clocked the first quarter in :21.82, 
the half in :44.80 and 5 furlongs in :57.66, 
but he gave way nearing the eighth pole 
while Altissimo kept rolling to finish the 
6-furlong race for 3-year-olds and up reg-
istered Ohio foals in 1:11.02. 

Asked if he were worried about the 
pace, trainer Richard Zielinski grinned 
and said, “No. He just continues to impress 
me. We wanted this a year ago.”  

Two years ago Altissimo finished off the 
board in the Sprint. Has the baton passed 
from perennial sprint champion Rivers 
Run Deep? “I think so,” Zielinski said. “He 
continues to impress me, his groom Jose 
Valencia lives with him and we just keep 
him happy. He is not one-dimensional, he 
won a stake by 8 lengths going long earlier 
in the season.”  

Christian Pilares was aboard the win-
ner, who went off favored at 4-5 and paid 

$3.60, $2.60 and $2.20. A 5-year-old son 
of Noble Causeway, Altissimo is out of the 
Albert the Great mare Great Goin Rose. 
The win ran his record to 12 wins, three 
seconds and four thirds in 31 starts, with 
purse earnings of $409,388 for owners 
Nancy Lavrich and Ronald Zielinski. He 
was bred by Lavrich and Niknar Farm.

$750,000 BEST OF OHIO SERIES PRODUCES SOME STANDOUTS



MAST THOROUGHBREDS’ FILLY DRILLS THE  
JOHN W. GALBREATH FIELD

Mast Thoroughbreds’ Drillit 
romped in the $150,000 John 
W. Galbreath Memorial for ju-

venile fillies. The 13-horse field broke 
rather cleanly over the sloppy/sealed track. 
T.D. Houghton got her in good position 
on the front end, repelling challenges from 
Totally Obsessed and Financing Dreams. 
“She actually relaxes on the lead,” said 
Hough ton. “When we got to the stretch, 
she just started striding out easy, I had no 
idea we were that far in front.” It was 161⁄4 
lengths to be exact. Totally Obsessed was 
second, 2 lengths ahead of Baby Nina.

The daughter of Drill was already a 
stakes winner going short, having won the 
Tah Dah Stakes in her last start. The Gal-
breath was her first start around two turns. 
Financing Dreams set the opening quarter 
in :23.68, but the rest of the pace was all 

Drillit, the half in :48.82, three-quarters in 
1:16.04 and the mile in 1:43.44. She fin-
ished the 11⁄16-mile race for registered 
Ohio foals in 1:50.22.

“I had a suspicion this filly had a cruis-
ing speed,” said winning trainer Bob Gor-
ham. “These big races, you get a little ner-
vous to get the first one under [her] belt, 
but she calmed me down. She came to the 
paddock and looked so good, so quiet, 
with so much presence for a 2-year-
old – rather than me calming her down it 
was vice versa.”

The slightest of favorites at 2-1, Drillit 
paid $6.20, $3.20 and $2.60. Out of the 
Bowman’s Band mare Way to Fly, Drillit 
was bred by Eric Heyman. Her record 
stands now at three wins, one second and 
one third from five starts, with $175,500 in 
earnings.

After setting the pace, Diamond 
Dust cracked the door open for 
his rivals late in the $150,000 Ju-

venile Stakes when he veered towards the 
grandstand in the final furlong. But jockey 
Luis Colon kept him in stride to finish 4 
lengths the best over Captain Corn. Send 
Me On was another 21⁄2 lengths back in 
third.

“He never stayed in the front all the 
way in his other races,” said winning jock-
ey Luis Colon, the only rider to be astride 
Diamond Dust. “He never did pull that 
before, maybe he saw the gate or some-
thing but he was running comfortable and 
I didn’t want him to lose momentum so I 
let him go on. My horse was much the 
best.” 

Despite the hiccup, trainer Tim Hamm 
said, “It was perfect. We watched the races 
all day and weren’t sure how the track was 
playing, but by this race we figured out 
you had to be on or near the lead. It’s hard 
to make up ground when it’s a little bit 
heavy. The stretch is heavier than the 

Dust into going a flat :49. Three-quarters 
went in 1:15.20 and the mile in 1:42.64 
before Diamond Dust crossed the wire in 
1:49.66 over the sloppy track.

The Juvenile was Diamond Dust’s sec-
ond start around two turns following a 
neck loss in an allowance at Thistledown 
Sept. 3. Hamm noted the benefit of the 
prep: “I thought he would handle the dis-
tance fine. We were very glad we got two 
turns in him. At this age, that means a ton.”

The 5-2 second choice in a field of 
long shots, Diamond Dust returned $7.40, 
$4.60 and $3.

A gelded son of Paynter out of Radiant 
Sky, by Leroidesanimaux (Brz), Diamond 
Dust is another stakes winner produced by 
the partnership of Kentucky powerhouse 
WinStar Farm and Ohio’s well-established 
Blazing Meadows Farm. “I already got a 
call from Elliott [Walden of WinStar],” said 
Hamm. “Everybody is happy and it is an-
other stakes winner for their stallion Payn-
ter.” The plan has worked so well, top 
Kentucky Farms like Three Chimneys and 
Stonestreet have joined in with Hamm’s 
Blazing Meadows in recent years. Dia-
mond Dust has three wins and two sec-
onds in five starts, with earnings of 
$170,300.

DIAMOND DUST VEERS OUT BUT REGROUPS  
TO WIN JUVENILE STAKES

backside, so we figured if we could get to 
the stretch in front it would be hard to 
pass us. The first quarter was plenty fast 
but then you see the 49 [for the half]. Luis 
did an awesome job backing him up.”

The “plenty fast” first quarter of the 
11⁄16-mile race for registered Ohio foals 
went in :23.60. By the half-mile mark, 
however, Colon had settled Diamond 



It was the race that almost wasn’t. As 
the sun was setting, the 10 fillies and 
mares in the Best of Ohio Distaff be-

gan to break off from the post parade to 
warm up on the far turn for the 11⁄8-mile 
event. After about 15 minutes there were 
rumblings amongst the trainers, owners 
and fans on the apron wondering what 
was going on and there was a lot of chat-
ter on the walkie talkies. Two things were 
for sure, the starting gate was still a fur-
long away from where it needed to be 
placed and the sun continued to set.

The horses and riders were sent back 
to the paddock and the decibel level of 
the rumblings grew steadily. Apparently, 
there was a mechanical problem with the 
first tractor and suggestions that the hitch 
on the back up tractor was having prob-
lems attaching to the gate. No one in the 
paddock or walking area knew for sure 
while the horses walked calmly under a 

With Scott Spieth aboard, 
Loooch Racing Stables’ Mo 
Dont No recorded his 12th 

lifetime victory on his Thistledown home 
track with a pace-pressing 12-length 
romp in the $150,000 Best of Ohio En-
durance for the third straight year. Let’s-
call iteven was second, 11⁄4 lengths ahead of 
the winner’s stablemate Fusaichi’s Wind. 

Fusaischi’s Wind set a hot pace for the 
10-furlong race, going :22.86, :47.28 and 
1:13.62 before yielding to Mo Dont No, 
who settled two to four lengths back be-
fore taking over with a mile to run. Mo 
Dont No finished the race for 3-year-old 
and up registered Ohio foals in 2:07.20 
over a sloppy track.

“I hate to ruin a new pair of shoes, but 
he’s worth it,” said owner Ron Paolucci as 
he sloshed on to the deep sloppy track to 
greet his two-time Ohio Horse of the 
Year with a pat on the neck and a big kiss. 
“This is the first time we had him 100 
percent right all year. Early in the season 
he had a blood infection and two races 
back he grabbed a quarter. He was his old 
self out there today.”

MO DONT NO THREE-PEATS IN BEST OF OHIO ENDURANCE

“The track set up for him good today,” 
said winning trainer Jeff Radosevich. “It 
doesn’t matter to him whether he comes 
off the pace or not, as long as he’s looking 
at [the target].” The 2-5 favorite, Mo 
Dont No paid $2.80, $2.20 and $2.10 for 
the win.

By Uncle Mo out of Ohio’s 2016 
Broodmare of the Year, Lilah (by Defrere), 
5-year-old Mo Dont No was bred by 
Steve DiMaiolo’s Beechwood Racing 
Stable. His record stands now at 17 wins 
and seven seconds from 28 starts, with 
earnings of $848,080.

TAKECHARGEDELILAH’S PATIENCE PAYS IN BEST OF OHIO DISTAFF WIN

Leigh Butler of StarLadies Racing with Distaff winner Takechargedelilah.



darkening sky. Suddenly there was a cheer 
from the far end of the grandstand as the 
gate began to move from the chute.

It was “riders up” for the second time 
and they were hustled on the track for a 
one-hour delayed post time. The Distaff 
field loaded in the gate and just before 
the starter pressed his button, Grizabella 
flipped in the gate and sat on her 
haunches. She was in no rush to get out 
of there and the rest of the field was un-
loaded. After several minutes, Grizabella 
was coaxed out of the back of the stall, 
was given a vet scratch and returned to 
the paddock.

With John McKee in the saddle, Take-
chargedelilah charged from 15 lengths 
behind a hotly contested pace to take the 
$150,000 Distaff by 11⁄4 lengths over Leo-
na’s Reward. School Board Prez was up 
for third, another 21⁄4 lengths behind. 

“We planned to come from off the 
pace, but down the backside she was not 
in the bit and that worried me,” stated 
McKee. “I kept her out of trouble and on 
a good part of the track. When we turned 
for home and she saw those two in front 
of her, it’s like a light went on and she just 
took off!”

Leona’s Reward set a blazing pace in 
the race for registered Ohio foals, 3-year- 
olds and up. With Proper Discretion right 
on her flank, Leona’s Reward clocked the 
quarters in :22.62, :46.62, 1:12.22 and 
1:41 flat before Takechargedelilah caught 
her inside the final half-furlong to finish 
in 1:55.48 over the sloppy track.

The delay took more of a toll on win-
ning trainer Tom Drury Jr. than on Take-
chargedelilah. “She handled [the delay] a 
whole lot better than I did,” said Drury. 
“When she came back [to the paddock] 
we threw a blanket on her and when we 
took it off, she was still calm and cool. I 

More Best of Ohio (clockwise from top left): Saddle towels mark the day; Greg Veit and Kim Rinker; Steve DeMaiolo (left), breeder of  
Mo Don’t No, with owner Ron Paolucci; Paolucci greets Mo Dont No, with Scott Spieth up, after his third victory in the Best of Ohio Endurance.



Clockwise from top left: Turf writer Bob “Railbird” Roberts covered the Best of Ohio; Diamond 
Dust, a son of Paynter and a product of the WinStar Farm/Blazing Meadows collaboration, 
finishes in the middle of the track while taking the Juvenile; Drillit splits horses for the lead 

early in the Galbreath; trainer Robert Gorham stretches Drillit’s legs prior to her Galbreath win.

felt good about her and the race set up 
like we thought it would. Johnny made 
the comment that it looked like there was 
a lot of pace in the race. This filly, you can 
do what you want with her, so I wasn’t 
really worried about that. I was con-
cerned about the off track but she got 
over it well.”

Leigh Butler was on hand to represent 
the ownership group of StarLadies Rac-
ing, which is a relatively new partnership 
opportunity for female racing enthusiasts 
only, and it consists of a small but diverse 
group of fillies. Launched in 2013, StarLa-
dies was formed out of the passion and 

fondness that Laurie Wolf and some sup-
porting partners have for Thoroughbred 
racing. Laurie is also a founding partner in 
Starlight Racing, and therefore no strang-
er to Ohio racing. That is the group that 
campaigned the all-time money-winning 
Buckeye-bred Harlan’s Holiday.

They thought it would be fun and re-
warding to have a small partnership com-
prised of a few fillies and a few great 
women so that they could enjoy their en-
thusiasm for racing with other like-mind-
ed women. Former jockey and racing 
personality Donna Barton Brothers now 

facilitates communication between the 
partners. 

Off at 7-2, Takechargedelilah paid 
$9.80, 6.80 and $4.20 for the win, her 
first black-type score. By Take Charge 
Indy out of Lilah, by Defrere, Take-
chargedelilah is a 3-year-old half-sister to 
multiple champion Mo Dont No. She 
now has four wins and two seconds in 
seven starts and earnings of $233,790 for 
owners StarLadies Racing. She was bred 
by Steve M. DeMaiolo. That made it three 
wins on the day for DeMaiolo, who also 
bred The Lady Factor, winner of the first 
race of the afternoon.
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Steve DeMaiolo with Lisa Jensen. 
He bred three winners on the day.

Takechargedelilah was cool, calm and 
collected despite hour-long delay.

Outrider Nadine Habke made a  
great catch on a loose On the Clock.

Trainers Tommy Drury (left) and Doug 
Cowans each won a race on the day.

Owner Michael Annechino and  
trainer Jeff Radosevich.

Jockey Luis Colon celebrates win on 
Diamond Dust in $150,000 Juvenile.

John McKee is all smiles after Distaff  
win on Takechargedelilah.

Trainer Tim Hamm and top assistant  
Pipo Siracusano.

Jockeys parade to the paddock.

Mo Dont No, the two-time Ohio-bred Horse of 
the Year, readies for his third straight win in 

the $150,000 Best of Ohio Endurance.


