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Duncan Farms in Warsaw has an-
nounced that it will stand the 
speedy Corfu beginning next 

year. A son of top sire Malibu Moon, 
Corfu was a leading 2-year-old both in 
the sales ring and on the racetrack in 
2013. He topped the Barretts March Se-
lect Sale for 2-year-olds in training, 
bringing $675,000 from Demi O’Byrne 
after breezing a quarter-mile in 20.80 
seconds.

 Trained by Todd Pletcher for Susan 
Magnier, Michael Tabor and Derrick 
Smith, Corfu impressively broke his 
maiden at first asking at Saratoga Race 
Course in :58.27 in a 5-furlong maiden 
special weight. Coming back just 17 days 
later, he led at every call to score his big-
gest career win in the Grade 2 Saratoga 
Special, setting a stakes record in a daz-
zling 1:15.57 for the 61⁄2-furlong event.

“He showed his brilliance as a 2-year-
old,” said Darryl Duncan, who operates 
Duncan Farm with his wife Sally. “You 
look at his time in the Special, and he ran 
faster than the likes of Favorite Trick, City 
Zip, Union Rags, Exaggerator and Gun-
nevera – those are some really nice horses. 
He brings that speed and Malibu Moon 

Graded stakes-winning son of Malibu Moon to stand in Ohio

A solid catalogue of 81 Thorough-
breds of all ages has been assem-
bled for the 2018 O.T.B.O. 

Mixed Sale. Forty-six of those entered are 
yearlings, and 34 Accredited Ohio-breds. 

“It really is a ‘mixed’ sale, and a good 
mix it is,” stated Executive Director John 
Engelhardt. “There is something for ev-
eryone. All of the top Ohio stallions are 
represented, and the registered Ohio-

breds are by the likes of Take Charge 
Indy, Cross Traffic, Itsmyluckyday, Justin 
Phillip and Danza, to name just a few. 
There is an Ohio-bred weanling by Afleet 
Alex and Kentucky-bred yearlings by Flat 
Out and Shakin It Up. Those looking for 
breeding stock have plenty of options. 
There are several in the sale very close to 
Broodmare of the Year Music Miss, in-
cluding her half-sister. The dam of multi-

ple stakes winner Misshap is being offered 
in foal to a son of A.P. Indy, along with her 
yearling colt. There is a Touch Gold mare 
in foal to Gormley, and fillies in training 
by Harlan’s Holiday and Fusaichi Pega-
sus.” 

Catalogues are online at otbo.com and 
available on iPads through equineline.
com.

81 horses entered in 2018 O.T.B.O. Mixed Sale

bloodlines to Ohio, and I think he will be 
well received.”

Corfu also was runner-up in the  
Grade 2 Futurity Stakes at Belmont Park 
in September 2013 after setting a rapid 
opening half-mile in :44.75. After a fifth-
place finish in the James F. Lewis III Stakes 
at Laurel Park and a sixth in the Spectac-

ular Bid at Gulfstream, he retired with 
earnings of $214,200. 

Corfu is out of the Forest Wildcat 
mare Fashion Cat, a half-sister to three-
time Grade 1-winning Peace Rules, who 
earned more than $3 million. Corfu will 
stand his first season in Ohio for $1,500.
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The 6-furlong $75,000 Loyalty 
Stakes turned into a two-horse 
race, and it was a thriller through 

the lane. A field of eight entered the gate 
in the test for accredited-bred juveniles, 
and when the latch sprang it was “game 
on” between the filly Hey Adrian and the 
gelding Danefield.

Running over a rain-soaked, sloppy 
track, Juan Velez sent Hey Adrian to the 

front and a bit off the rail, while Danefield 
and first-timer Truest of Them All went to 
quick pursuit. Hey Adrian held them safe 
by a length around the turn, and shortly 
thereafter the games began. Danefield and 
Jose Bracho shook off Truest of Them 
All and dove down to the rail for the run 
to the wire. Hey Adrian had established 
her position and was making it tight for 

Hey Adrian scores in a hard-fought Loyalty Stakes
her male challenger, while never imped-
ing him.

In a gutsy effort, Danefield (by Ken-
tucky Dane) continued strongly along the 
rail, appeared to come out slightly for a 
brief brushing at the eighth pole and 
gained on the leader. Hey Adrian dug 
right back in and prevailed by a neck at 
the wire; it was 9½ lengths back to the 
show horse, Stone Cold Cat. Favored Pat-
ti Go Girl was never a factor and finished 
last of eight. The final time in the quag-
mire was 1:12.13.

Owned, bred and trained by Joshua 
Faulkner, Hey Adrian is a daughter of 
Twin spired out of Zinn House Doll (by 
Milwaukee Brew). Twinspired is a son of 
all-time Ohio-bred money earner Har-
lan’s Holiday, who has an impact on the 
breed nationally. Twinspired is a stakes 
winner and was multiple graded stakes-
placed, missing in the Grade 1 Blue Grass 
by a nose and finishing third behind Ani-
mal Kingdom in the Grade 3 Vinery Spi-
ral Stakes. He was the leading freshman 
sire in Ohio in 2017. He stands at Poplar 
Creek Horse Center in Bethel for $2,500.

“Hope” prevails in the Miss Southern Ohio

Trainer Ivan Vazquez has trained 
numerous state champions, and 
three times his charges captured 

an Ohio Horse of the Year title – Jac’s Fact 

in 2015 and Catlaunch, 2010-2011. The 
7-year-old mare Hope’s Frog Song has 
certainly tried his patience: She came into 
the $75,000 Miss Southern Ohio with 

$204,603 in earnings but without a win 
in two years. “She’s just had a lot of bad 
luck, no physical problems,” said Vasquez. 
“She seems to like the turf, but two of the 
five races we went in this year were taken 
off the grass.” 

Belterra Park’s grassy 11⁄16-mile test for 
accredited-bred fillies and mares attracted 
two-time accredited champion Leona’s 
Reward, a winner of $493,220 made the 
favorite. As Leona’s Reward pressured 
front-running Birdacious, Deshawn Park-
er had Hope’s Frog Song mid-pack. The 
mare advanced on the turn, collared Leo-
na’s Reward before the furlong pole and 
won by nearly two lengths. 

A Raymond Donald homebred by 
Kentucky Dane out of Rosemary’s Prayer, 
by Deerhound, Hope’s Frog Song made 
the Miss Southern Ohio her first stakes 
win and sixth overall.



Robin Murphy with David Cooperfield.

The first big Thoroughbred for 
Robin Murphy, who entered the 
Thoroughbred business in 2009, 

was Tidal Volume, a stakes-winning son 
of Tapit.

As Tidal Volume continued to com-
pete on the track, Tapit skyrocketed as a 
sire, and the Ohio Thoroughbred breed-
ing program took flight, in large part, to 
the addition of added gaming at race-
tracks. With those trends developing, as 
well as her ties to Southwestern Ohio, 
Murphy thought the Buckeye State the 
perfect location for Tidal Volume to stand 
after racing in 2014.

Murphy has worked with a number of 
different breeds and equine disciplines for 
more than 25 years, and once Thorough-
breds caught her attention, her passion 
would soon be on display at Poplar Creek 
Horse Center. Tidal Volume is one of 14 
stallions standing at the farm in Bethel.

Murphy is thrilled to be honored for 
her accomplishments by the Thorough-
bred Owners and Breeders Association. 
“It’s real exciting. Since the Ohio pro-
gram started, winning an award like this 

has always been one of my goals,” Mur-
phy said. “It’s really an honor.”

In 2017, Poplar Creek was home to 
two of the state’s top five stallions in Indy 
Wind, a multiple stakes-winning son of 
two-time leading sire A.P. Indy, and Par-
ent’s Reward, a winning son of two-time 
leading sire Mr. Prospector.

Among the top runners of 2017 bred 
by Murphy are winners Even On the 
Run and Kinetic Art, as well as Birda-
cious, a daughter of Poplar Creek sire 
Bird run. Birdacious placed in a pair of 
starts in 2017 and has come back in 2018 
to finish second in a stakes – the Cincin-
natian on the turf at Belterra Park.

With horses, Murphy finds she often 
looks to the future. “Just to work toward 
being the best we can be here in Ohio,” 
she said. “We all know how tough the in-
dustry is, so you have to get out there ev-
ery day. But you have those thoughts of 
the potential babies you’re going to pro-
duce and hopefully get them to the win-
ner’s circle. That’s motivation enough for 
everybody.”

Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders Association  
2017 Ohio Breeder of the Year – Robin Murphy

Get Away Farm’s Grade 1-winning 
freshman sire Drill had his first 
black-type winner when Drillit 

took the Tah Dah Stakes at Belterra Park 
Aug. 26. The 2-year-old filly dueled for 
the lead in a field of nine and held sway in 
the stretch to win the 6-furlong contest 
by a length over odds-on favorite Totally 
Obsessed. The winner finished in 1:12.69. 

Trained by Robert Gorham for Mast 
Thoroughbreds, the Ohio-bred won for 
the second time in four starts.

Drillit broke her maiden in her June 
23 debut by 81⁄4 lengths at Thistledown. 
She then finished second in the Hoover 
Stakes at Belterra and third in the July 21 
Miss Ohio Stakes at Thistledown.

Drill, a son of Lawyer Ron, won the 
Grade 1 Del Mar Futurity in his third 
start at 2 and the Grade 2 San Vicente 

Drillit is first black-type winner for Drill

Editor’s Note: This was written by Frank 
Angst for the T.O.B.A. Awards program pre-
sented in Lexington, Ky., on Sept. 8.

Stakes and Grade 3 Lazaro Barrera Me-
morial Stakes at 3. 

Drill was retired after his 5-year-old 
season with a record of 4-2-3 from 28 

starts. The stallion has stood at Get Away 
Farm in Florida for $4,500 since his re-
tirement from racing.  /Mary LaRue

Don’t miss it!  
OHIO MIXED SALE 

Sunday, October 7
Majestic Farm, Batavia, Ohio • www.otbo.com for details
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Let’scalliteven slips through for 
the win in the $75,000 
Governor’s Buckeye Cup 

A quick decision by jockey Chelsey 
Kaiser may have been the difference 

for a win or loss in the 1¼-mile Gover-
nor’s Buckeye Cup at Jack Thistledown 
Aug. 25. After moving up steadily 
throughout, Kaiser decided to take the 
short way home and pointed her charge 
to a slim hole on the rail. Jockey Scott 
Speith on two-time Horse of the Year Mo 
Dont No had just taken the lead from 
odds-on favorite Altissimo and was giving 
no quarter while keeping a straight line 
through the stretch.

Kaiser scraped the rail and began 
matching “Mo” stride for stride in a race 
he won last year. “I had the horse that was 
willing to do it,” said the 26-year-old Kai-
ser from North Star, Ohio. “Not every 
horse would be willing to do what he did. 
Scott was riding his race, but he didn’t 
want me in there – he wanted me out of 
there.” Kaiser battled on and hit the wire 
a head in front with Mo Dont No 3 
lengths clear of Altissimo in a final time of 
2:06.66. “I started riding him in 2017 and 
really got to know the horse after gallop-

ing him for over a year,” Kaiser stated. 
“He is the coolest, never gets excited, al-
ways happy to do what I ask. Now we get 
another shot at the Best of Ohio Endur-
ance where [last year] we ran a game third 
by a length behind Mo Dont No.”

Let’scalliteven is a home-grown 5- 
year-old gelding bred by Mrs. and Mr. 
Robert C. Bennett III and owned and 
trained by Robert Bennett. He is a son 
of Even the Score out of Chubbs Last 
Call, by Dixieland Heat. His win in the 
Governor’s gives him a career record of  
19-7-3-4 for earnings of $191,326.

Proper Discretion goes  
gate to wire for repeat in 
$75,000 Scarlet and Gray

It was all over when the gate latch was 
sprung in the Scarlet and Gray Handi-

cap at Thistledown Sept. 1. Loooch Rac-
ing Stables’ Proper Discretion went to the 
front and stayed there throughout in the 
6-furlong sprint. With Ricardo Feliciano 
in the irons, the 5-year-old mare rated 
kindly and held sway by a length over a 
fast-closing Ali Blue. It was another 1¼ 
lengths back to Striking Lass in third.

Trained by former jockey Anthony 
Rini, the daughter of Discreetly Mine out 

of Prizes (by Prized) was bred by former 
owner Bruce Tallisman. The win in the 
Scarlet and Gray gave Proper Discretion a 
lifetime record of 26-13-2-3 for a bank-
roll of $461,361.

School Board Prez holds her 
form in $75,000 Pay the Man

John Royer’s homebred School Board 
Prez ran her patented “final furlong 

flurry” again in the Pay the Man Stakes at 
Thistledown Aug. 18. Jockey Pedro Cot-
to, Jr. has learned the key to this 5-year-
old mare. Coming into this race she cap-
tured the Vivacious on the turf at Belterra 
Park, where she was 10th after a half-mile 
and got up by a half length. In the Pay the 
Man she relaxed enough to be last into 
the turn and again put in a determined 

stretch run to bob her head down at the 
wire.

School Board Prez, a daughter of 
Courageous Cat out of Torrent of Song, 
by Torrential, now has career earnings of 
$525,540 from her consistent record of 
24-9-5-2. She toured the 11⁄8 miles in 
1:53.66. Cali Dream put in a game effort 
to finish second over Leona’s Reward.

Let’scalliteven with Chelsey Kaiser on the rail in the Governor’s Buckeye Cup.


