
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Tom McCann

The Ohio Thoroughbred Breed-
ers and Owners is pleased to be-
come a part of the Mid-Atlantic 

Thoroughbred. This is an outstanding 
publication with a broad appeal to mem-
bers of many state organizations and we 
are glad to be alongside them as all of us 
hope to improve and grow the breed in 
our regions.

We feel that 2017 is a challenging 
year for the OTBO. The board has ap-
proved an aggressive program with the 
goal of fostering the growth of our in-
dustry and improving the economic via-
bility of the participants. One major ob-
jective for the year has already been 
reached as we have reinstated a state sale 
after a 10-year hiatus. We will continue 
to reach out to the executive and legisla-
tive entities in Columbus, helping to 
grow the Ohio foal crop to the benefit 
of the economics of the state and the 
members of the OTBO.

We also need to continue to repre-
sent the needs and desires of our mem-
bers as the industry continues to adapt to 
the impact of the racinos. To achieve 
these goals, we need participation from 
our members if we are to be successful. 
If you are interested in participating in 
any of these efforts or if you have sug-
gestions on improvement that we might 
pursue contact our new Executive Di-
rector, John Engelhardt. I’m looking for-
ward to earning the faith that the Board 
has placed in me as President and being 
part of the resurrection of Ohio breed-
ing and racing. 
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Glad to be part of the team
By John Engelhardt, executive director

I have always been a reader and big fan 
of the Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred and 
am so happy to be a part of this pub-

lication that is headed by Eclipse Award- 
winning writer Joe Clancy. Our members 
of the OTBO will now be treated to the 
talents of other nationally recognized 
award-winning writers such as Tom Law, 
Sean Clancy, Vinnie Perrone and Cindy 
Deubler to name a few. The magazine is 
enhanced by the photography talents of 
the likes of Tod Marks, Douglas Lees and 
Lydia Williams.

It is important to be side by side with 
other state programs where we can share 
our benefits and get ideas from others. 
The Ohio Fund Program is on an up-
swing with the advent of racino/casino 
ownership of the three Thoroughbred 
tracks. JACK Thistledown Racino is near 
Cleveland in North Randall; Hollywood 
Gaming at Mahoning Valley (formerly 
Beulah Park) is just outside of Youngs-
town and Belterra Park (formerly River 
Downs) is in Cincinnati. 

In issues after this, we will be writing 
about the history and evolution of each 
track and some of the great races and 
horses that made their mark in Ohio. 
Perhaps most importantly, we want you 
to know that the Ohio Stakes program 
offers over $5.79 million for horses bred 
in the state. With a stakes program over 
$1.2 million; Broodmare and Stallion 
Awards exceeding $1.7 million; and re-
stricted purses/overnights/supplements 
granting over $2.5 million. . . it’s good to 
be an Ohio-bred. 

In the next edition of Mid-Atlantic 
Thoroughbred we will provide you with 
details of the specifics of having your 
foal becoming an Ohio-bred to partici-
pate in this growing program. We will 
highlight some of the top Ohio stallions, 
many new to the state, that are bringing 
top bloodlines to Ohio and have proven 
established performers at the races. We 
also have several very promising young 
stallions that have been well supported 
by breeders in and around Ohio.



Ohio Derby Day was a perfect 
one at JACK Thistledown with 
blue skies, comfortable tem-

peratures and a three-stakes card that 
drew a sizable crowd June 24. There were 
food trucks, a bouncy house for children 
and a jockey autograph table next to an 
Alex’s Lemonade Stand, a foundation for 
childhood cancer.

Summer heats up fast on Ohio Derby Day
Loooch Racing Stables sending a three-
horse entry to the gate with Game Over, 
Vibe and Talk Less, while Maccabee Farm 
ran three-time homebred winner Hinton 
to post in the $500,000 test.

Fast and Accurate, winner of the Grade 
3 Spiral Stakes, set the pace in the 11⁄8-
mile race. Astride Grade 2 Louisiana Der-
by winner Girvin, Mike Smith was con-
tent to lay second until the final turn. He 
wrested the lead at the head of the lane 
and then repelled a strong challenge from 
Game Over. Odds-on Girvin led with a 
furlong to run, but Grade 2 Blue Grass 
winner Irap continued his momentum 
from mid-pack to draw even in the final 
yards. The top two hit the wire in tandem 
and after the photo finish was examined 
Irap took the top spot. Kentucky Derby 
contender Untrapped took third.

 “He broke good and we had a good 
position,” said Leparoux. “I was a little 
farther back in the first turn, but I was 
right behind Girvin and I knew that was 
the right horse to follow. He has that long, 
long stride, so I was able to get him going 
early and got there on time. I didn’t know 
that I had won, it was so close.

A son of Tiznow and half-brother to 
champion Speights town bred by Aaron 
and Marie Jones, Irap covered the dis-
tance in 1:50.48. He is owned by Red-
dam Racing and trained by Doug O’Neill.

Irap (#2) pulls alongside Girvin to win Grade 3 Ohio Derby.

2016 OHIO CHAMPIONS 
Owner of the Year: Ron Paolucci 

Breeder of the Year:  
Blazing Meadows Farm (Tim Hamm) 

Horse of the Year:  
MO DONT NO 
Owner: Loooch Racing Stables  
 (Ron Paolucci) 
Breeder: Beechwood Racing Stable 

Stallion of the Year: 
MOBIL 
Standing at Mapleton Thoroughbred Farm 

Broodmare of the Year: 
LILAH 
Breeder: Beechwood Racing Stable 

Champion Handicap Horse: 
MO DONT NO 
Owner: Loooch Racing Stables  

 (Ron Paolucci) 
Breeder: Beechwood Racing Stable 

Champion Handicap Mare: 
JUSTALITTLESMOKE 
Owner: Mast Thoroughbreds LLC 
Breeder: Belvedere Farm 

Champion Sprinter: 
RIVERS RUN DEEP 
Owner: Ywachetta Driver & James Travis 
Breeder: Nancy Lavrich & Walmac Farm 

Champion Ohio Accredited Male: 
EIGHTTHEHARDWAY 
Owner: Paul Groves 
Breeder: Blazing Meadows Farm 

Champion Accredited Female: 
LEONA’S REWARD 
Owner: Michael Friedman & Blazing 

Meadows Farm 
Breeder: Blazing Meadows Farm 

Champion 3-Year-Old Male: 
MO DONT NO 
Owner: Loooch Racing Stables  
 (Ron Paolucci) 
Breeder: Beechwood Racing Stable 

Champion 3-Year-Old Filly: 
OHIO GOLD 
Owner: Charlie Williams 
Breeder: Michael Evans II, Travis Evans  
 & Sheltowee Farm 

Champion 2-Year-Old Male: 
MOBIL SKY 
Owner: Gerald Silver 
Breeder: Mapleton Thoroughbred Farm 

Champion 2-Year-Old Filly: 
SOMEDAY SOON 
Owner/Breeder: Tommy Ligon

The Ohio Derby itself has once again 
been awarded graded stakes status and it 
drew four horses who ran in the crowded 
Kentucky Derby – all sporting trouble 
lines in their past performances. The race 
also drew nationally recognized jockeys 
Mike Smith, Julien Leparoux and Kent 
Desormeaux. OTBO members were well 
represented in the nine-horse field with 



Trainer Robert Gorham is a man 
with a plan where Justalittle-
smoke is concerned. He took the 

exact same path to victory in this year’s 
edition of the $75,000 J. William Petro 
Memorial Handicap. The formula begins 
with a start in an optional claiming race 
leading to a win in the Angenora Stakes at 
JACK Thistledown. Now 5, the champi-
on handicap mare of 2016 seems to be 
getting better with age.

Though a dozen of her 15 wins have 
come at distances shorter than the 11⁄16-
mile Petro, she took back and stalked the 
pace in both of her wins in this race, and 
this year finished a full second faster than 
the previous year. “She’s better this year 
than she was last year,” stated regular rider 
T.D. Houghton. “Everything about her is 
better, she’s more relaxed this season, 
when we were warming up in the post 

parade she didn’t turn a hair, she’s just re-
ally sharp all the time.”

Proper Discretion, a winner of 
$216,100, was recently acquired by 
Loooch Racing Stables and the riding in-
structions for Ricardo Feliciano were ob-
vious from the start – play “Catch me if 
you can.” At the half-mile marker, they 
were on top by 8 lengths in :46.20. 
Houghton sat chilly and didn’t make his 
move until they turned for home. 

“She was just pulling and pulling. But 
at the top of the lane is where she really, 
really lays it down,” said Houghton. 
“Once I got by Ricky I thought there 
better be a horse flying really good if they 
are going to catch me because she just 
kept striding out really, really good.”

Mast Thoroughbred’s homebred Just-
alittlesmoke came home 7¾ lengths on 
top as the 3-5 favorite. School Board Prez 

Justalittlesmoke readies to race.

Leona’s Rewards lights up George Lewis

Trainer Tim Hamm co-entered 
Leona’s Reward in the J. William 
Petro Memorial Handicap and 

George Lewis Memorial Stakes. Both are 
$75,000 races, only the Petro is restricted 
to fillies and mares and the George Lewis 
is for accredited Ohio-breds. Hamm opt-
ed to take on the boys with his 4-year-old 
filly rather than match strides with 14-
time winner Justalittlesmoke.

That set up a match between last year’s 
leading accredited-breds with Leona’s 

Reward taking on her male counterpart 
Eightthehardway. That being said, the ap-
parent horse to beat was Ruberto Racing 
Stable’s Buckeye Bullet. He came into the 
Lewis a perfect 4-for-4 in 2017 including 
a win in the recent Mackey/Rowland 
Memorial that pushed his seasonal earn-
ings to $100,320. The betting public 
backed him down to 3-5.

All of Buckeye Bullet’s wins had come 
in sprints and the 4-year-old gelding was 
on top after 6 furlongs while setting mod-

erate fractions, but there were 3 furlongs 
left to run and Leona’s Reward ranged 
alongside. They matched strides around 
the turn and just as Leona’s Reward 
got past the pacesetter she was engaged 
stoutly by Eightthehardway. They bat-
tled through the final furlong with heads 
bobbing as they crossed the finish line. 
The possibility of a dead-heat was ban-
tered about as the horses circled awaiting 
the decision of the placing judges. The 
tote board finally lit up. It was Leona’s 
Reward’s nostril in front on the photo. 
Buckeye Bullet retained the third spot.

“I talked to Mr. Tim [Hamm] this 
morning and he told me to take her 
back,” said jockey Pablo Morales. “She 
was happy the whole way, I just tried to 
keep quiet and stay off the lead. I had so 
much horse and we couldn’t wait any-
more. At the wire, I thought it was us or a 
dead-heat.” Bred by Blazing Meadows 
Farm and owned by Michael Friedman 
and Blazing Meadows, the 9-furlong test 
pushed her career earnings to $255,546. 
Blazing Meadows also bred runner-up 
Eightthehardway and both are sired by 
Mr. Prospector’s son Parent’s Reward.

Justalittlesmoke repeats in Petro

rallied from next to last to catch La Nina 
Bronca for the second spot. The Derby 
Day win pushed Justalittlesmoke’s career 
earnings to $722,870.



2017 Ohio Thoroughbred Remaining Race Fund Stakes Schedule
DATE STAKE AGE/CONDITON TRACK DISTANCE PURSE

5-Aug The Cleveland Kindergarten Stakes 2-Year-Old Thistledown 6 furlongs 75,000

6-Aug The Vivacious Handicap 3-Year-Old & up (F&M) Belterra Park 1 1/16 miles (T) 75,000

12-Aug The Honey Jay Stakes 3-Year-Old & up Thistledown 6 furlongs 75,000

13-Aug The Horizon Stakes 3-Year-Old Accredited Belterra Park 1 1/16 miles (T) 75,000

19-Aug  The Pay The Man Stakes 3-Year-Old & up (F&M) Thistledown 1 1/8 miles 75,000

26-Aug The Governor’s Buckeye Cup 3-Year-Old & up Thistledown 1 1/4 miles 75,000

27-Aug The Tah Dah Stakes 2-Year-Old (F) Belterra Park 6 furlongs 75,000

4-Sep The Scarlet & Gray Handicap 3-Year-Old & up (F&M) Thistledown 6 furlongs 75,000

9-Sep Loyalty Stakes 2-year-Old Accredited Belterra Park 6 furlongs 75,000

16-Sep The Catlaunch Stakes 3-year-Old & up Accredited Thistledown 1 1/16 miles 75,000

23-Sep The Diana Stake 3-Year-Old & up (F&M) Thistledown 6 furlongs 75,000

7-Oct The Best of Ohio Distaff 3-Year-Old & up (F&M) Belterra Park 1 1/8 miles 150,000

7-Oct The Best of Ohio Endurance 3-Year-Old & up Belterra Park 1 1/4 miles 150,000

7-Oct The Best of Ohio Sprint 3-Year-Old & up Belterra Park 6 furlongs 150,000

7-Oct The Juvenile Stakes 2-Year-Old Belterra Park 1 1/16 miles 150,000

7-Oct The John W. Galbreath Memorial Stakes 2-Year-Old (F) Belterra Park 1 1/16 miles 150,000

21-Oct The Emerald Necklace Stakes 2-year-Old (F) Accredited Thistledown 6 furlongs 75,000

4-Nov The Cardinal Handicap 3-year-Old & up Mahoning Valley 6 furlongs 75,000

4-Nov Ohio Debutante Handicap 3-Year-Old & up Accredited (F&M) Mahoning Valley 1 1/16 miles 75,000

11-Nov The First Lady Stakes 3-Year-Old (F) Mahoning Valley 6 furlongs 75,000

18-Nov The Glacial Princess Stakes 2-Year-Old Accredited (F) Mahoning Valley 6 furlongs 75,000

18-Nov The Ruff/Kirchberg Memorial Handicap 3-Year-Old & up Accredited Mahoning Valley 1 1/8 miles 75,000

2-Dec The Joshua S. Radosevich Memorial-Ohio Freshman Stakes 2-Year-Old Accredited Mahoning Valley 6 furlongs 75,000

2-Dec The Bobbie Bricker Memorial Handicap 3-Year-Old & up Accredited (F&M) Mahoning Valley 1 1/16 miles 75,000

Revived mixed sale set for December

The much-asked question, “Are we 
ever going to have another horse 
sale in Ohio?” has been answered. 

With the efforts of the OTBO Sales 
Committee and strong support of the 
Ohio H.B.P.A., a mixed sale will take 
place Sunday, Dec. 3 after a 10-year hiatus. 
The venue is the pristine Majestic Farm 
in Batavia, Ohio, which usually hosts 
dressage and hunter/jumper competi-
tions. Majestic will be home to the 2017 
GIAG/USDF Region 2 Championships, 
Sept. 14-17. To see the facility, go to  
majesticfarm.net

The sales committee was headed by 
OTBO vice president James Fraser and 
Dr. George Sikora DVM. They organized 
a feasibility study in Ohio, Indiana and 
West Virginia and received replies from 
numerous owner/breeders (primarily 
from Ohio) who indicated they had  
horses to enter into such a sale here. As of 
mid-June they totaled 146 lots – 37 wean-

lings; 39 yearlings; 50 broodmares and 20 
horses of racing age.

The December date was voted on to 
allow horses that did not sell at one of the 
fall sales in Kentucky or Maryland anoth-
er chance. Supplemental entries will be 
allowed for those horses. Horses will be 
allowed on the grounds for inspection on 
Saturday, Dec. 2. The sale date was also 
agreed upon because there is no live rac-
ing in the state that day, which will allow 
owners and trainers at the Mahoning Val-
ley meet to attend. The sale most likely 
will begin at 1 p.m., though the board 
will meet again to finalize certain details.

There will be numerous outlets creat-
ed to expand awareness for the sale in-
cluding an exclusive sale website, a Face-
book ad campaign, e-mail blasts to Ohio 
breeders, local and national advertising 
and a digital version of the sale catalog 
posted on the sale and OTBO websites. 
Depending on the number of entries, we 

expect to print approximately 2,400 cata-
logues (a great opportunity for advertis-
ing your horses or farm) and the sale will 
be available to watch via a live feed.

The OTBO will work in concert with 
highly regarded Dan Mahaney Auction-
eers on the sale. Recently, Mahaney, Ex-
ecutive Director John Engelhardt and 
Barbara McCarthy, Director of Horse 
Operations, met at Majestic Farm to dis-
cuss details of the sales weekend and tour 
the grounds. The sales veteran was smiling 
from ear to ear. “It is an over the top im-
pressive facility,” said Mahaney. “It is very 
safe for the horses and user friendly for 
the consignors and buyers.”

For more information and updates go 
to otbosales.com. There you will find a 
How to Enter section and be able to 
download an entry package. Eventually the 
catalog will be posted there. 

SIGN UP FOR  
MOBILE TEXT ALERTS!

TEXT OTBO1 TO (781) 728-9542


