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PLAN TO REDUCE RACING DATES 
FOR 2005 UNDER STUDY 

by Brad Schmaltz 
(Reprinted with permission of Columbus Dispatch 9/02/04) 

A significant reduction of horse racing
days in Ohio could be in the offing next
year. 

The reduction was discussed in a confer-
ence call yesterday (September 1) among
members of the Ohio State Racing
Commission, track operators and horse-
men’s groups. The groups agreed to study a
plan that will be devised by Commission
Chairman Scott Borgemenke to create an
Ohio circuit for thoroughbreds and harness
horses. 

Although the plan has yet to be complet-
ed, thoroughbred tracks would total about
192 fewer days, and harness tracks would
undergo a similar reduction, said Sam
Zonak, Executive Director of the racing
commission.  In 2003, there were 456 days of
live thoroughbred racing and 527 days of
harness racing at Ohio‚s commercial tracks. 

All seven of Ohio’s tracks would be affect-
ed.  There are three thoroughbred tracks -
Beulah Park in Grove City, River Downs in
Cincinnati and Thistledown near Cleveland
- and four harness racing tracks - Scioto
Downs on South High Street, Northfield Park
near Cleveland, Lebanon Raceway and
Raceway Park in Toledo. The plan would be
similar to a circuit in Kentucky, where
Churchill Downs, Turfway Park, Ellis Park,
Kentucky Downs and Keeneland are open at
difference times to avoid competition for
horses and revenue. 

“River Downs is willing to do this,”
General Manager Jack Hanessian said.  “We
need to try something in our industry.” 

The horsemen might be a harder sell. “Our
horsemen are not in favor of cutting days,”
said Gus George, President of the
Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective
Association. 

The reason for the move has been a
steady, precipitous decline in wagering,
which leads to a reduction of purses. From
1999 to last year, average daily purses for

thoroughbred tracks dropped from $73,000
to $55,000, a 25 percent decline.  Harness
racing purses dropped 11 percent from
$54,000 to $48,000. With Pennsylvania
recently voting to add slot machines, and
with such devices already available in
Michigan, West Virginia, Indiana and
Illinois, the prospect for additional decline
seems likely. 

Those associated with horse racing in
Ohio have pushed for slot machines, which
would provide an immediate boost to purs-
es.  But with no plan to add them,
Borgemenke is proposing cutting racing
days. “We have to move forward as if there’s
not a new revenue source for racing,” he
said. 

The theory is that with fewer live races,
tracks can build up their purse accounts
through simulcast wagering, which would
lead to bigger purses when they do have
live racing. “I don’t know if it would double
purses, but it would be a significant turn-
around,” Zonak said. 

Borgemenke cautioned those on the con-
ference call that if they didn’t support
whatever plan he devises, that he would still
use his voting power to reduce days for
Ohio’s tracks next year. 

If a circuit plan is agreed upon, it would
be on a one-year trial basis, Borgemenke
said. 

Ohio HBPA News∑∑..
By Dan Theno 

Hardly anything gets done in a state leg-
islature or Congress without a coalition of
groups joining together with common pur-
pose.  Having been a state legislator and
later a lobbyist, I know the truth of that
statement.  Politicians hate to play the part
of referee when groups who have common
concerns are not coming forth with common
solutions. 

The recent decision of the boards of
directors of HBPA and OTBO to band togeth-
er in a joint lobbying effort is a positive
development.  While the two organizations
have different missions, they share some of
the same concerns about legislative issues
that need to be addressed in the Ohio
General Assembly. 

The appointment of Betty Alexander and
Randy Blevins from HBPA and Tom McCann
and Jeff Jarvis from OTBO to a joint lobby
oversight committee will ensure that both
organizations have a shared, vested interest
in securing passage of legislation that will

enhance the thoroughbred industry. 

The first assignment of the joint commit-
tee was to interview potential candidates to
lobby the General Assembly on behalf of our
industry. After interviewing several firms
wishing to lobby for us, the committee set-
tled on Thomas Pappas and Associates of
Columbus. The committee felt that Mr.
Pappas not only understood the workings of
the General Assembly, but that he and his
associate, Willa Ebersole, understood the
importance of grass roots activism in
accomplishing our aims. 

The committee next set its sights on list-
ing and prioritizing nearly two dozen issues
of importance to thoroughbred horsemen.
While many of those issues had previously
been researched by OTBO and HBPA, having
a combined list will help focus the commit-
tee’s attention on an overall set of objec-
tives.  

The committee will now work with our
selected lobbyists on the intricacies of the
priority issues and ascertain potential
opportunities to advance those matters in
the General Assembly. Pappas and
Associates will also give advice on which
candidates need our campaign financial
support because of their commitment to the
thoroughbred industry. 

Horsemen should not assume that the
committee and its lobbyist will be able to
work miracles.  Some of our issues will be
opposed by the harness side of racing in
Ohio.  Some of our issues will be opposed by
the commercial tracks.  Getting even a few
of the issues through the General Assembly
during the next session of the legislature
will be a success.  The important thing is
that OTBO and HBPA will be working togeth-
er to make things happen.  If we keep cut-
ting down on the number of issues left on
the priority list because of some successes
we will be headed in the right direction. 

Importantly, the committee and our lob-
byist firmly believe that political involve-
ment at the grassroots level will be essential
in getting legislation passed.  If more mem-
bers of HBPA and OTBO contributed to, cam-
paigned for and communicated with their
legislators, it will make the job of being
successful at the Statehouse a stronger like-
lihood. 

I can tell you from my years in the politi-
cal arena that the most effective lobbyists
are  not paid.  They do not work at the
Statehouse.  They do not attend fundraisers 
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in Columbus.  They do not send out reams of
studies on the issues. 

The most effective lobbyist is YOU talking
to your own legislators.  The joint oversight
committee and Tom Pappas will do their
part to educate members of the General
Assembly on the issues.  Will you commit to
becoming more politically active to make
their work a success? 

Track News...
Beulah Park.. ∑∑∑The 2004 Fall sea-

son began Saturday, September 18. Live rac-
ing will run five days a week during the Fall,
with a Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
& Sunday schedule. First race post time is
1:15 PM through October 30, with a change
to 12:25 PM for the Ohio 7/7 cards, & 12:55 PM
on Beulah Park’s alone days. The meet con-
tinues through December 21 for a short hol-
iday break through the end of the year.
There is also a special day of Quarter Horse
racing on October 11. The complete racing
calendar can be found  on Beulah Park’s
website www.beulahpark.com. The Grove
City track will continue to present year-
round full card simulcasting daily from
America’s best tracks.  Marshall Tucker
Band live in concert, Saturday, September
25, 2004. 

Stake Schedule: 09/19 Honey Jay; 10/31
Bobbie Bricker Memorial; 11/07 Scarlet &
Gray Hdcp; 

11/14 Ohio Freshman; 11/21 Ruff/Kirchberg
Memorial; 12/18 Samuel Hdcp. 

River Downs..Total Handle Up
$1.8 Millions During Live Racing in 2004

The total handle at River Downs during its
122-day live race meet this year totaled
$80,237,257, up $1,846,735 from 2003.
Sources from out-of-state wagered
$59,177,026, reflecting a $1,980,534 increase
from the previous year. 

The on-track handle dipped slightly by
only $21,984, for a total of $10,740,516, while
the total amount wagered from other facili-
ties in Ohio was $10,319,715, down $111,815.
"Considering the economy these are very
solid and positive figures," stated track
spokesman John Engelhardt.  "We had big-
ger crowds this year but the betting was off
by only $180.00 a day on track.  What we
saw were new faces here, which hopefully
will return on a regular basis as they learn
the nuances of picking the ponies.” 

Simulcast wagering and crowds were
influenced early in the season with the
Smarty Jones quest for the Triple Crown.
River Downs maintained its fan base
through the summer with a variety of fan
friendly promotions every weekend through
the season.  "We even recorded our best
weekday ever since simulcasting began this
year on the day Pat Day came to ride and
speak," said Engelhardt.  "It was the kick

off of his What a Difference a Day Makes
Tour to promote the Race Track Chaplaincy
of America and our Tuesday looked like a
Saturday.  Our 'Spend A Buck' Friday pro-
motions with beer for $1.00 were an addi-
tional shot in the arm late in the season." 

The live racing season took place from
April 9 through September 6, primarily with
a 7 & 7 racing program shared with
Thistledown. 

SARVIS / WOODARD / HAYS 
RETURN AS DIVISIONAL LEADERS
The jockey, trainer and owner titles

remained the same from the Turf Club Meet
through the Jockey Club Meet at River
Downs this summer.  Jockey Dean Sarvis
established a new record for number of wins
with a summer total of 167.  He broke Steve
Neff's 18-year-old single season mark dur-
ing the Jockey Club Meet and concluded
that session with a record of 83-53-44 from
352 mounts for earnings over $438,000. 

Conditioner Joe Woodard and his major
client Billy Hays teamed up for their third
straight Trainer/Owner title during the
Jockey Club Meet. Woodard outlasted
Alberto Palacios by one win in the final day
of racing for a record of 14-8-12 from 75
starters.  All but two of Woodard's winners
won in the Black and Lime Green silks of
Hays. 

09/04/04  Pepsi Bassinet-Ima A Dixie Girl 
O: Wm. Carl; B: Wakefield Farm; Trainer:
Bernie Flint 

09/06/04  Miller Geniune Draft Cradle S. Gr.
3-Bellamy Road O: Kinsman S.; B: Dianne
Cotter; Trainer: Mike Dickinson 

Thistledown.. It’s been a busy
summer at Thistledown!  Fans have been
able to enjoy our new outdoor, grassy pic-
nic area as they watched live racing and
attended some fun-filled events.  With Fall
shortly around the corner, the last two
months have been action-packed with
numerous stakes events and promotions.  In
August we sang the blues at our annual
Labatt Bluesfest and taste-tested chili at the
4th annual Cleveland District Chili Cook-Off.
The Labor Day holiday weekend brought the
sounds of smooth jazz to the trackside stage
with our second annual JazzFest and our
final Family Day of the summer gave kids
the chance to ride ponies and engage in
kids’ fun activities. Congratulations to the
McMonigle Family from Brunswick, OH who
won the trip to Walt Disney World! 

September kicked off the much anticipat-
ed football season and Thistledown brings
back its popular $10,000 Pick The Pros
Contest.  Thistledown awards a weekly prize
of $300 with a $1,000 weekly bonus if every
game is correctly selected.  At the end of the
contest, the top five contestants share in a
$5,000 pool!  In addition, Thistledown offers
a Sunday Tailgate Buffet in Silks Bistro. 

Thistledown is very excited to welcome
jockey Pat Day as he makes Thistledown a
stop on his “What a Difference a Day Makes
Tour” October 7, 2004.  Day will meet with
fans, sign autographs, and ride one or two
races on the day’s card.  Thistledown will
host a dinner later in the evening to pro-
mote and raise awareness of and funds for
local track chaplaincy programs, where Day
will be a featured speaker.  

We have begun taking entries for
Thistledown’s annual DRF/NTRA Handicapping
Contest, to be held Saturday, November 6th.
Contestants will compete for the top three
spots advancing to the NTRA Handicapping
Tournament in Las Vegas as well as cash and
prizes.  

The 2004 live racing season ends
December 31st.  Statistics from April 8th
through September 5th show  Huber Villa-
Gomez and Luis Gonzalez are tied among
riders for the top spot with 87 winners and
444 starts each. Rodney Faulkner leads the
trainer’s category with 52 wins and also
takes the top spot by only one win among
owners with 32 victories; of course his father
Joe is right behind him with 31 wins.

Health News..
West Nile Virus Infiltrates the Upper 48 

The Horse       September 2004 

Every state in the 48 contiguous United
States has now  experienced a taste of West
Nile virus (WNV) since it  first was detected
in the Western Hemisphere in 1999.  Having
their first encounters with West Nile virus
this year were Nevada (WNV found in birds,
mosquitoes,  horses, and humans) and
Oregon (in birds and horses). By August 26,
the USDA had reported 351 equine cases in
28 states. The three states with the most
equine cases were Arizona, California, and
Wyoming. California’s equine cases have
steadily risen--WNV was confirmed in 158
horses by Aug. 26, and 82 of those died or
were euthanized. Another 51 cases were
pending confirmation.  Arizona had logged
67 equine cases by August 30, and 27
Wyoming cases were reported. Vets still
hold that mosquito source reduction and
vaccination are a horse owner's best bets for
preventing WNV. There are two fully
approved equine vaccines, each of which
requires an initial series of vaccinations fol-
lowed by boosters given periodically.

Visit the 
OTBO’s 

new website at

www.otbo.com



Stallion Season Telephone Auction
January 7,8,9, 2005

1:00 to 4:00 PM Daily

Donation Application on website or
call the OTBO office: 513-574-5888

Includes free listing on website

DID YOU RECEIVE YOUR JULEP CUP?

Please call the OTBO office (513-574-5888) to
get an engraving form for a Julep Cup if you 
have won any of the below races with your 
Ohio bred in 2004. A paid regular member 
receives a Julep Cup for MSW winners. A

gold member receives MSW & 3 Ohio 
allowance conditions (NW2, NW3, NW4)

Your full service farm!
Over 30 years experience

65 Acre Farm - Large Pastures
Boarding, Breeding & Foaling

Sales Prep
Breaking & Training

Attending Vet: Maria Jimenez

THOROBABY FARM
(45 minutes west of Beulah Park)

3223 E. Possum Road • Springfield, Ohio 45502
Res:(937)323-9633 • Barn:(937)408-8334

THOROBABY
FARM

“Raising Your Future Winners”

“The Turners”

Brigham

Tammy

Gabe

Tim

Dates & Events. . . . 
Commission Meetings:

Wednesday, October 20, 2004 10AM Beulah Park, Grove City 
Thursday, November 18, 2004 10 AM Riffe Center, Columbus 
Thursday, December 16, 2004 10 AM Riffe Center, Columbus 

HBPA Meetings: Board-2nd Tuesday-monthly 11 AM Columbus 

HBPA Membership Meetings: 
Thistledown-3rd Wednesday;  Beulah Park-2nd Wednesday 

Midwest Regional Fall Mixed Sale:
Saturday, October 2, 2004 River Downs 1:00 PM 

Best of Ohio Championship:
Saturday, October 9, 2004  Thistledown 

Beulah Park Fall Meet:
September 18 through December 21, 2004 

Thistledown: 
Through December 31, 2004 

Turfway Park Fall Meet:
September 8 thru October 7, 2004 

Leading Sires of Ohio
(bloodhorse.com) 

as of September 20 , 2004
Rank Stallion (YOB, Sire) Standing Farm 2004 2004 Earnings 

1 MAHOGANY HALL (91, Woodman) Seven Oaks Farm $ 365,644 

2 MERCER MILL (94, Forty Niner) Fair Winds Farm $ 311,568 

3 ACADEMY AWARD (86, Secretariat) Win Row Farm $ 257,348 

4 NOBLE CAT (95, Storm Cat) Died $ 209,555 

5 FLIGHT FORTY NINE (91, Forty Niner) Win Row Farm $ 201,443 

6 WINTHROP (96, Storm Cat) Byerpatch Farm $ 176,595 

7 PRIVATE SCHOOL (87, Bates Motel) Eutrophia Farm $ 170,199 

8 TAKE THAT STEP (87, Go Step) Died $ 167,121 

9 BOUND BY HONOR (91, Woodman) Double D Farm Corp. $ 149,460 

10 FOREST GAZELLE (91, Green Forest) Woodburn Farm $ 148,259 

11 LEFT BANKER (93, Afleet) Eutrophia Farm $ 133,234 

12 ALLADIN RIB (85, Da' White Judge) Win Row Farm $ 119,447 

13 FRENCH LEGIONAIRE (81, Grey Legion) Harmony Hill Farm $ 116,036 

14 AGO (92, Danzig) Cedar Brook Farm $ 106,774 

15 LIVED IT UP (92, Devil's Bag) Eutrophia Farm $  86,826  



Opinions expressed by contributing writers are their own & do not necessarily reflect the views of the OTBO.

The OTBO reserves the right to refuse any submitted advertisement & editorial material.

as of (09/10/04-$10,000 & over) 

Wallstreet Scandal (c, 2yo), Mt. Livermore - Naughty by River
Special. B-Langsem Farm, Inc. & Eutrophia Farm. Saratoga,
8/16/2004, mdn sp wt, $27,000, 6 f, 1:04.35.

Ten Cents A Shine (c, 4yo), Devil His Due - Aunt Mottz by Honey
Jay. B-H. Ray Horn & Devil His Due Syndicate. Saratoga, 9/4/2004,
alwc, $30,000, 8 f, 1:34.55.

Greatdayinthelake (c, 2yo), Salt Lake - Amora by Clever Trick. B -
William R Sheppell & Walmac Interna. Bay Meadows, 9/5/2004,
mdn sp wt, $14,575, 6 f, 1:10.01. ($20,000, yrlg, 2003, keejan;
$50,000, yrlg, 2003, keesep; $70,000, 2yo, 2004, obsmar)

Truly Relentless (c, 6yo), Is It True - Relentless Leader by Mr.
Leader. B-Frederic C. Bower.Mountaineer Park, 9/7/2004, clmg,
$12,412, 6 f, 1:12.68. 

I Cant Refuse (g, 3yo), Lite The Fuse - I Cant Help Myself by Allen's
Prospect. B - Mary Bosley & Judith A. Dubie. Mountaineer Park,
9/7/2004, clmg, $11,484, 6 f, 1:05.08. 

Pyrite Lady (f, 5yo), El Prado (IRE) - Carol Jane by Graustark. B - D.
W. Frazier, M.D. Mountaineer Park, 9/10/2004, clmg, $13,200, 6 f,
1:06.38. 

Ohio Stake Winners...........
08/15/04 Buckeye Native, River Downs - Hank’s Rib O/B: Ron Bates;
Trainer: Lou Bates

08/14/04 Cleveland Kindergarten, Thistledown - Rubius O: Gerald
Silver; B: Harold Queen; Trainer: Jeff Radosevich

08/22/04 Vivacious, River Downs - Oh So Easy O: Destiny Farm; B;
Blazing Meadows Farm; Trainer: Tim Hamm 

08/28/04  Miss Ohio, Thistledown - Noon Win O: Ron DeWolf; B:
Larry Byer; Trainer: Joe Martin 

09/04/04 Ohio Debutante, Thistledown - Anna Em O: GWM Farms;
B: Rocking H Farm; Trainer: Tom Amoss 

09/05/04  Loyalty, Thistledown -  Fierce Cat 
O/B: Tim Napier; Trainer: Wm. Napier 

09/06/04 Governor’s Buckeye Cup, Thistledown - Real Echo O:
Hollendorfer, Holaday & Jamison; B: Oberhauser; Trainer:
Hollendorfer 

09/18/04 Emerald Necklace, Thistledown - Noon Win O: Ron
DeWolf; B: Larry Byer; Trainer: Joe Martin 

09/19/04 Honey Jay, Beulah Park - Ben’s Reflection O: MT Stables; B:
Tom McCann; Trainer: Mike Nance 

Ohio Bred out
of State Winners

Classified: 
Lost my job forced to sell:

Calibougie, 13 yr old mare by Amazing Prospect 
out of Slick Shot, open

Disco Action, 10 yr old mare by Ahica out 
of Overact, open

Rosir Flame, 6 yr old gelding by Ahica out of Rosir Ixa

Contact Donetta Slayton at 330-499-4534 
or e-mail dslayton@neo.rr.com.

News........
Congratulations to Judy Klosterman of Langsem
Farm & Elisabeth Alexander of Eutrophia Farm. At
the Keeneland September Yearling Sale their Ohio
Registered yearling colt by Forest Wildcat out of
Ohio Champion Naughty sold for $340,000.
Purchased by John McCormack Bloodstock.  

Ohio Champion-Blame It On Ruby
(Sky Classic/Bee My Vision)

will stand the 2005 season at
Touch of Heaven Farm,Yellow Springs, Ohio

He joins their other stallions-
Full Count, Kapu Kat & Away to Heaven




